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by
Lehman Strauss

What is the function of justification? First, we
know that sinners are justified by God. God
Himself is the Justifier. God only can justify a
man; no man can justify another man. The
tribunal of Heaven differs from all earthly
tribunals. The source of justification must be in
the one holy and righteous God. The governor of
a state, or the President of the United States,
can pardon a guilty and condemned criminal,
but neither can reinstate the criminal to the
position of an innocent man. The Bible
i 11 ustrates: "If there be a controversy between
men, and they come unto judgment, that the
judges may judge them; then shall they justify
the righteous, and condemn the wicked"
(Deuteronomy 25: 1 ). In all human jurisprudence
such a procedure is proper. If a man is not guilty
of a charge made against him, he should be
justified. But in the case of biblical justification,
all men are sinners, and since all sin is against
God, He only must be satisfied. " ... whom He
(God) called, them He also justified ... " (Romans
8: 30). "Who shall lay any thing to the charge of
God's elect? It is God that justifieth" (Romans
3:33). " ... that He (God) might be just, and the
Justifier of him who believeth in Jesus"
(Romans 3: 26). Indeed, God only can justify
sinners.
Second, we are justified by grace. "Being
justified freely by His grace through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus" (Romans
3: 24). Look carefully at the text and notice that
word "freely." The Greek word (Dorean)
translated "freely" means "without a cause."
The same Greek word is so translated in John
15: 25. There was no cause in the words and
works of Jesus for which men should hate Him,
yet He was hated "freely," "without a cause."
Just as there was no cause that men should hate
our Lord, so there was no cause that God should
justify man; but He justifies him "freely," with a
cause. Jesus came with a heart full of love for
mankind, but they hated him. Man's heart has
been evil continually, but God loves him.
Justification is something for nothing. In the
Latin version the word "freely" is "gratis,"
"being justified gratis." God's method of
justifying men gives us a glorious
demonstration of His sovereign grace. Grace

Of Justification
has dug a foundation so deep that men have
been drinking from its cleansing, justifying
stream for centuries.
Third, we are justified by blood. The provision
for righteousness is solely through the blood of
Christ. "Much more then, being now justified by
His (Christ's) blood, we shall be saved from
wrath through Him" (Romans 5:9). "Being
justified freely by his grace through the
redemption for the remission of sins that are
past, through the forbearance of God; To
declare, I say, at this time his righteousness:
that he might be just, and the justifier of him
which believeth in Jesus" (Romans 3:24-26).
These verses are of tremendous importance
because they show the only ground of
justification.
We emphasize the phrase "to declare his
righteousness," for to justify means to. declare
righteous, the basis of which is the shed Blood
of Jesus Christ. The righteousness of God for
sinners has been wrought through · the redeeming process of God's Son. When God declares a
man righteous, that declaration and act finds its
efficacy in the Blood of Jesus Christ, Who died
on Calvary. The worth of His shed Blood is the
righteous ground on which the grace of God can
act in behalf of sinners.
Fourth, we are justified by faith. "Therefore,
being justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ" (Romans 5: 1 ).
"Therefore, we conclude that a man is justified
by faith without the deeds of the law" (Romans
3:28). "But to him that worketh not, but
believeth on Him that justifieth the ·u ngodly, his
faith is counted ·for righteouness" (Romans
4:5). Faith is the vital point of contact between
the sinner and God. All may be justified, but
only those who believe are justified. Remember,
there is no meritorious value in faith itself. The
Blood of Christ and the grace of God compose
the basis of justification and the principles upon
which it is offered to man. This is the God-ward
aspect of justification, but like all the blessings
of salvation, the sinner cannot receive it until he
accepts it, and this he does when he
acknowledges his guilt and puts personal faith
in what God has done for him in Christ.
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A Spiritual ._ House
Our spiritual house ls one made without hands.
It's divided and fashioned by the Master's plans.
Each board ls nailed on with care;
Faster construction can be obtained through prayer.
The Master's blueprint is drawn up in His Book; ·
It carefully explains how we should look.
Not all the construction is painless to us;
Sometimes the building_hurts,_making us -fuss.
However, when the/house is all done,
Others may look and see Christ, the Son.
Cindy. penfly

Beautiful FutureHeavenly Father, up above,
Help me gain through prayer and love;
Heavenly Father, help me see
The beautiful future you have for me.
It's so beautiful, God. I feel it now;
Through gracious love you've shown me how.
Soon I'll have life abundant and free
Through eternity, my Jesus and me!
Phil Said
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by Dr. James T. Jeremiah
THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH.

Lucy, speaking to "Good ol' Charlie Brown"
said: "If it's just a matter of looking, I've looked!
I've looked for happiness at home. i've looked all
over the neighborhood for happiness ... Someday, I'll look all over this country for
happiness ... And, someday, I'll look all around
the world for happiness, but I'll probably never
find it. Then, after I've looked all over the world,
I'll return home." Charlie Brown asks, "And
when you return home, you'll find the very
happiness that was there all along! Is that what
you're trying to say?" "No," replies Lucy, "but
maybe I'll find that stupid little pink bracelet I
lost yesterday."
After listening to this conversation, one
strongly suspects Lucy has the same hope for
happiness expressed by many in our time.
Happiness is found in the possession of things.
Great or small-but things. In fact, the
dictionary defines happiness as "good fortune,
prosperity, a state of wel 1-bei ng and
contentment or pleasurable satisfaction."
One who is in fellowship with God, a partner
with Him, sharing a common interest in matters
that please Him, has more than happiness. He
has joy. "And these things write we· unto you,
that your joy may be full" (I Jn. 1 :4). "And in
that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I
say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the
Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto
have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye
shall receive, that your joy may be full" (Jn.
16:23,24). Happiness comes to many because
of their temporal relationship to things. Joy

comes to the child of God through his reliance
on eternal realities found only in 'Jesus Christ.
He makes it possible to rejoice when "things"
disappear. The Bible speaks of some who
" ... took joyfully the spoiling of your goods,
knowing in yourselves that ye have in heaven a
better and an enduring substance" (Heb. 1 O: 34).
"Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say,
Rejoice ... Be careful for nothing; but in every
thing by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known
unto God. And the peace of God, which passeth
all understanding, shall ke~p your hearts and
minds through Christ Jesus ... and the God of
peace shall be with you." (Phil. 4:4,6,7,9).
After a hard day's work in serious
discussions, Theodore Cuyler and Charles H.
Spurgeon went out into the country together for
holiday. They roamed the fi'elds in high spirits
like the boys let loose from school, chatting and
laughing and free from care. Dr. Cuyler had just
told a story at which Pastor Spurgeon laughed
uproariously. Then suddenly he turned to Dr.
Cuyler and exclaimed: "Theodore,, let's kneel
down and thank God for laughter!" And there,
on the green carpet of grass, under the trees,
two of the world's greatest preachers kneH and
thanked the dear Lord for the bright and joyous
gift of laughter. There is no antagonlsm
betw~e_n prayer and laughter. One is conclu~1.·'le
of spmtual health, the other physical hea\th.
God made us to rejoice. Let's enjoy the feeling
of joy.
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Through God's Word
September 1980
Verse: Proverbs 25: 11
"A word fitly spoken is like apples of gold in
pictures of silver."
September
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Thought For The Month
"Today we walk a desert pathway; tomorrow
the garden of God!"
--PAGE FOUR

by Shai

"So we, being many, are one body in Christ,
and every one members one of another. Having
then gifts differing according to the grace that is
given to us" (Rom. 12:4,5). Each of us has been
given different gifts to use in service for the
Lord. Our servant this month has been faithful
in using her gifts to fulfill Rom. 12:13:
"distributing to the necessity of the saints;
given to hospitality."
Roma Northup was saved as a young girl of
sixteen in revival meetings held at her church in
Patriot, Ohio. Throughout the years she has
been faithful in attendance and service for the
Lord in various churches.
For the past ten years she and her husband,
Ross, have been members of Faith Baptist
Church in Gallipolis, Ohio. As charter members,
they have been instrumental in the growth of the
church.
Roma is secretary of the Berean Sunday
school class. Many times this involves phoning
members of the class to invite them for Sunday,
as well as her regular Sunday duties.
As chairman of the Food Committee she
works with many church women in providing
meals for families and members during hospital
stays and where a death has occurred.
Through the generosity of some members,

"'
e)Vote C.Worthy
n Lahaie

fresh flowers are provided each week for the
services. Roma is responsible to pick up the
arrangements each week and place them
appropriately in the auditorium. She and Ross
also open their home to many when the need
arises.
Faith Baptist operates a Day Care center
where Roma volunteers several hours a week as
extra help. She handles the payments from
parents and the accompanying bookwork in
addition to supervising the four-and five.yearolds sometimes.
Roma loves to cook and has a fantastic
reputation as being an excellent cook. She can
always be found at potluck dinners and
receptions in the kitchen organizing all the food.
Two of her daughters are members of Faith
and along with their families are active in service
for the Lord. Many times Roma will cook meals
for them to help when meetings need
attendance. She also watches grandchildren so
parents may fulfill their responsibilities.
Roma is a very giving and willing person. She
can always be counted on to help if asked. May
her example of hospitality and a willing spirit be
an encouragement to all. "As every man hath
received the gift, even so minister the same one
to another, as good stewards of the manifold
grace of God" (I Pet. 4: 10).

edited by
Keith Wharton
Born in Boston in 1862, Ernest W. Shurtleff
graduated from both Harvard and Andover
Theological Seminary. He did pastorate work in
America and Europe, including organizing the
American Church in Frankfort-on-the-Main,
Germany in 1895.
Shurtleff is best known for his hymn "Lead
On, 0 King Eternal." This song was written at
the request of his classmates for their
graduation from Andover in 1879. It is the
stirring challenge for young men prepared to
enlist in the earthly warfare to which God has
called us.
The first stanza contains appropriate
metaphors for the occasion: the "days of
preparation" are the years of training in divinity
school, the "fields of conquest'' are the
pastorates to which they have been called, and
the "battle-song" is this hymn. Start'za three
recognizes that Christ is leading · the
fight-"lead on, 0 God of might."
Stanza two is very beautiful and inspiring:
Lead on, 0 King Eternal, till sin's fierce war
shall cease,
·
And Holiness shall whisper the sweet Amen
of peace;
For not with swords' loud clashing, nor roll of
stirring drums,
But deeds of love and mercy, the heavenly
Kingdom comes.
All this imagery, purpose, fight and conquest
need not be confined to the ministry. It is the
battle-plan for Christians everywhere.
Verse For The Month:

"In my Father's house are many mansions; if
it were not so, I would have told you. I go to
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a
place for you, I will come again, and receive you
unto IT!YSelf; that where I am. there ye may be
also." John 14: 2,3
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - PAGE FIVE--

Help In The Time Of Need
by
Paul Sewell
September is a refreshing time of the year for
it sets forth the transition from summer to
autumn. The cool winds begin to change the
color of the landscape, and soon nature begins
to show signs of its preparation for winter.
Through this we can observe the dependence
that nature has upon God. He is a God of order
and time, and the change of the seasons is in
His control. This reminds me of our human
dependence on God. We are certainly a people
with needs and we depend on several
implements to secure those needs.
God knows every need that we have because
He created us. The fact that we have daily needs
should naturally sway us to be dependent on
God. In Psalm 40:17, David cried out, "But I am
poorand needy; yet the Lord thinketh upon me:
thou art my help and my deliverer." It is
essential that we recognize our needy state, for
without that realization we will seek selfish
ways. It was once said that when we become
wrapped up in ourselves, we make very small
packages. There is much truth in that
statement. The reason that we discredit God is
because we see our s,elfish pride lifted up above
our needs. God knows our needs, however, and
it is only through Him that our needs can be met
and satisfied.
Many times we neglect the fact that we do
have daily needs. We often take for granted the
fact that God supplies our simplest needs. How
often do we neglect to thank God for the simple
things of life? We awake each morning with an
opportunity to serve Him in witness, prayer, and
deed, but we often neglect to pray in
thanksgiving for our opportunities of service.
Serving God is often overlooked when our needs
are,examined, yet it is one of the most important
elements in our spiritual development.
Recognizing our needs is vital and should be
accompanied with a thankful spirit to God for
supplying each specific need. He promises to
provide our n.eeds and to strengthen us daily for
His service. Matthew 6:8 · says, ... "for· your
Father knoweth what things ye have need of,
before ye ask Him." Christ followed this
promise of God by teaching the disciples how to
approach their Heavenly Father in prayer.
Prayer is the access by which we can ask for
help in the time of need. If God knows our needs
and. if He has promised to directly fulfill those
needs, it is only logical that we ask Him for
those· promises. The writer of Hebrews
declared, "Let us therefore come boldly unto the
throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and

find grace to help in the time of need."
An old gospel hymn describes our needs and
our helpless condition through the words of
Annie S. Hawks:
I need Thee every hour,
most gracious Lord;
No tender voice like Thine
can peape afford.
I need Thee every hour,
stay Thou near by;
Temptations lose their power
when Tpou art nigh.
I need Thee every hour,
in joy or pain;
Come quickly and abide
or life is vain.
I need Thee every hour,
most Holy One;
0 make me Thine indeed,
Thou blessed Son.
I need Thee, 0 I need Thee;
every hour I need Thee!
0 bless me now, my Savior,
I come to Thee!

Let's Chatter
by

About a M atter

Sharon Lahaie

Here is a poem written by one of our readers,
Lois G. McLean. She is a member of the senior
citizens group at Immanuel Baptist Church in
Richmond, Virginia. Thank you, Lois McLean,
for sharing this with us!
The Weaving
I sit before a weaver's loom;
The colors mingle,
intertwine,
The pattern yet undone.
_
The Master Weaver sends the colors
one by one.
Impatiently my fingers long
To try the shuttle
in my hand!
When weaving seems so slow,
A pattern of my own designing
I would show.
But I have learned from times before,
That in my haste to
see the end,
The tangles soon appear
To mar the beauty of the picture
I hold dear.
Lord, help me not to weave ahead!
As your great plan for me unfolds,
My will will submit to Thine,
A tapestry complete, the weaving
Thy design.
Lois G. McLean
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by
Larry Lim

Students return to school this month, and so
this feature spotlights famous teachers and
students in the Bible. Just answer the
questions, placing the answers in the blanks,
and transfer them to the appropriate boxes in
the crossword puzzle.
Students (across)
1 . Who was the great leader of Israel who
received the best education available in Egypt?
(Exodus 2: 10)
2. Who was Paul's son in the faith?
(II Tim.1:2)
3. To whom should parents teach the truth?
(Proverbs 4: 1)
4. To whom do Christians have a duty to
teach the gospel. (according to Matthew 28)?

7. Who was Paul's famous teacher? (Acts
22:3)
8. Who is the greatest teacher of all?
(Matthew 13: 34)

1

1.

z.

8.

5.

Teachers (down)
5. Who is responsible to spread the gospel
(according to Matt. 28)?
6. Who founded the prophets' school? (II
Kings 6: 1-2)

Looking At
God's Creation
by
LoAnna Hamilton

The name bat comes from the
Danish work blake which means to
flutter or fly. Bats are unique to
the mammal family because they
are the only mammal that can fly.
Bats range in size from ¾ inch to
15 inches and have a wing spread
that ranges up to five feet.
The auditory system of the bat is very
interesting. Many species of bats have leafy
membranous appendages that hang from their
nostrils and ears. A small lobe, the tragus, is
located at the base of each ear. When bats have
difficulty seeing, they project supersonic
objects and are then picked up by the
appendages and tragus. This enables the bat to
know where walls and other objects are located
so that he can travel without flying into them.
Liken the walls of a cave to false teachers and
antichrists. Just as a bat cannot always see
these walls, so Christians cannot always see
false teachers. In I John 2: 18-20, John warns
the believers about the antichrists that will be
coming: "Little children, it is the last time; and
as ye have heard that antichrists shall come,

~even now are· there many
antichrists ... " He then goes on to
say, "But ye have an unction from
the Holy One, and ye know all
things." The believers were able to
tell the difference between men
that told the truth and those that
told lies. They had the Holy Spirit
to direct them and guide them
"into all truth" (John 16:13).
Just as God gave the bat
provision to know its way around,
He also gives believers provision
for knowing truth from a lie_. This
is a great comfort because we know God will
protect us from being taken in by false
speakers. We should trust that the Holy Spirit
will not fail us and have utmost confidence in
Him. If we trust our own selves we will be
fooled, but if we trust the Holy Spirit to quicken
our senses and give us discernment we will
know what is true and what is not. Like the bat,
we will know when to "turn the corner" so that
we do not run into opposition.

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - PAGE SEVEN--
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